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R ick H endricks

•

The Double Sapphire Anniversary of the New
Mexico Historical Review

M

y enviable task this morning is to deliver a keynote address, something I have been asked to do with some frequency of late. Being
a historian, I quite naturally became curious about the etymology
of the term and the development of the concept. What I have learned is that
the keynote is the “lowest note of a musical scale, the basis of a tonal key, the
tonic,” a usage that dates from 1776. By extension, its figurative meaning is the
“leading idea or central principle,” and examples of keynote employed in this
way date from 1783. The term “keynote speech,” however, dates from 1887 and
is a fine example of American English.1 Further research reveals that a keynote
speaker is “someone who can talk to an audience for about 45 minutes and will
probably cost a lot of money.”2 Fair enough. It is also useful to know that “a keynote speaker may use humor, audience participation, show funny clips, or even
sing.”3 I will not be showing any funny clips, and you do not want me to sing.
We are gathered here on this glorious morning to mark and celebrate a very
special occasion, the ninetieth birthday of the New Mexico Historical Review
(NMHR). You may be interested to know that not very many ninetieth birthdays
or anniversaries are celebrated. A couple has to marry very young and enjoy great
longevity to make it to ninety years of marriage, and it is far more common to
Rick Hendricks delivered this keynote speech on 10 September 2016 to commemorate the
90th anniversary of the New Mexico Historical Review. Dr. Rick Hendricks is the State Historian of New Mexico and an award-winning author. His most recent books are _The Casads: A
Pioneer Family of the Mesilla Valley_ (Rio Grande Books, 2012); and _Four Square Leagues:
Pueblo Indian Land in New Mexico _(University of New Mexico Press, 2014), co-authored
with Malcolm Ebright and Richard W. Hughs.
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celebrate a centennial of an organization, a country, or even a state than a ninetieth year of existence. With average life expectancy in our little corner of earthly
paradise still shy of eighty, ninetieth birthdays are relatively rare, although we
have at least one distinguished nonagenarian: Dr. John Porter Bloom, who is with
us today.4 So rare are ninetieths that there is no universally accepted gemstone
accepted as the traditional and appropriate gift to such celebrants. When such a
gem is associated with a ninetieth celebration, here in the United States, the event
is usually called a double sapphire, which, as it turns out, is evidence of a rather
remarkable lack of creativity for such a rare celebration. For you see, it is referred
to as a double sapphire because a forty-fifth birthday or anniversary calls for the
gift of a sapphire, so twice forty-five, well, you get the idea.
Before we move on, let’s do the audience participation part of this address.
Please raise your hand if you read every issue cover to cover; ever worked on the
Review; contributed an article; written a book review or had a book reviewed;
reviewed a manuscript; how about subscribed but never get around to reading
the Review. As you can see, most of us have a rather intimate connection to the
New Mexico Historical Review. We are, in a very real sense, a family, and as such
we have a genealogy. Like the history of any family, we all know some of our relatives well and others less so, but we also have kin of whom we were unaware.
We have two patriarchs: Lansing Bartlett Bloom and Paul A. F. Walter. Coeditors Bloom and Walter founded the NMHR in 1926 as the official bulletin of the
Historical Society of New Mexico. “Its mission was to ‘publish legitimate historical material of New Mexican and regional interest.’ The region was understood
to include ‘the area of the Spanish Colonial Viceroyalty of New Spain North
from Mexico City, since the earlier history of New Mexico is an integral part of
the history of the expansion of the Northern frontier of New Spain.’ The NMHR
would ‘welcome papers from experts in other fields when they are slanted to the
historical point of view; anthropology, archaeology, art, economics, ethnology,
geography, law, music, and sociology . . . Memoirs, diaries, letters, and the like’
were also welcome.”5
The first four issues in 1926 included articles on New Mexico in the Great
War (World War I), Juan de Oñate and the founding of New Mexico, Spanish
folklore in New Mexico, the U.S. Army’s experiment with a camel corps, and
frontiersman Kit Carson, among others.6 The NMHR moved to Albuquerque in
September 1929, when Bloom joined the history faculty at the University of New
Mexico (UNM). Even though it was edited and printed on the UNM campus,
the NMHR retained its ties to the Historical Society.
The NMHR has had twelve editors since its founding in 1926. Here are some
observations about those editors, some who are no longer with us and some
who are in this room today.
10
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Lansing Bartlett Bloom, 1926–1946 (20 years)
Bloom, a native of Auburn, New York, earned a B.A. from Williams College in
1902 and a M.A. in history in 1912. He also attended Auburn Theological Seminary and was ordained as a Presbyterian minister.7 He came west in 1902, if
not earlier, and served as a minister and missionary but became enthralled by
the history of New Mexico and the Southwest.8 He studied the records of Spanish Franciscans while doing missionary work in Mexico and became fascinated
with the archaeology, history, and lore of Jemez Pueblo while serving as a missionary there. He had left the ministry by 1917 when he accepted positions with
the closely related School of American Research (archaeology and anthropology) and the Museum of New Mexico in Santa Fe. In 1924 Bloom became a fellow of the Historical Society of New Mexico and was corresponding secretary
and sometimes treasurer. He also served as associate professor of history at the
University of New Mexico from 1929 to 1945. He died the following year.
In addition to helping to give birth to the NMHR in 1926, Bloom contributed
some sixty-five articles. Earlier, his authoritative and much-quoted series of articles, “New Mexico under Mexican Administration,” based on his M.A. thesis,
anchored the first issues of Old Santa Fe (1913–1915), which was folded into El
Palacio. The depth and breadth of his research interests is impressive, to say the
least. Bloom’s research interests ranged from the sixteenth through the twentieth
centuries. I see in Bloom a kindred spirit, and I wish I could have met him.
Paul A. F. Walter, coeditor, 1926–1963 (37 years)
Paul A. F. Walter came to New Mexico in the early 1900s.9 In 1914 he established
El Palacio, the journal of the Museum of New Mexico, which he edited until
1944. Walter served as president of the Historical Society of New Mexico from
1926 to 1959 and as coeditor of the NMHR from the first issue until his retirement from the Historical Society in 1963. Walter died in 1966.
Frank Driver Reeve, 1946–1964 (18 years)
Frank Reeve graduated from UNM in 1925 and was a member of the university’s history faculty.10 Reeve succeeded Bloom as editor and kept the NMHR going
during challenging economic times. He is credited with suggesting that UNM
should assume full responsibility for the NMHR, which the university did in 1963.
From that point on, the NMHR has been a UNM endeavor. Reeve made significant contributions to the study of the history of New Mexico and the Southwest.
He is best known for his scholarly research on the Navajo from Spanish colonial
times through the nineteenth century and for his three-volume History of New
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Mexico (1961). Reeve served as editor of the NMHR until October 1964 when
he retired from the university. He suffered from ill health, as he had for most of
his life, but continued to contribute to the journal until his death on 31 December 1967.
Eleanor B. Adams, 1964–1975 (11 years)
“I can still hear her demanding, ‘Look it up. Look it up,’” said historian John L.
Kessell, who served as the NMHR editor from 1999 to 2000. Kessell had just completed his history Ph.D. at UNM when he worked with Adams as her editorial
assistant in the early 1970s.11 “She taught me to pay close attention to detail. When
I started working for her, it shocked the hell out of me at how poorly some bignamed authors wrote and at how quietly [Adams] made them look better.”
Manuel P. Servín, 1975–1976 (1 year)
Robert L. Spude, a retired National Park Service historian, recently told me he
so wanted to work with Servín (presumably including a stint at the NMHR)
that when Servín left UNM, Spude opted to pursue his doctorate at another
institution.
Donald C. Cutter, 1976–1979 (3 years)
Saving the Review from budget cuts, Cutter used graduate students from his
documentary editing classes. Cutter was also responsible for obtaining an
appropriation from the New Mexico State Legislature for a reprint program that
made it possible to get rare, early issues of the NMHR back in print.12
Richard W. Etulain, 1979–1985 (6 years)
Etulain, the first editor who was neither a specialist in the Southwest nor a longtime resident of the region when he was appointed, successfully confronted economic challenges as had some of his predecessors. Among his innovations were
themed issues that focused on a particular area of growing interest in the field,
such as women’s history. He also featured review essays of significant new works.13
Paul Andrew Hutton, 1985–1992 (7 years)
Hutton’s editorship produced both themed and very eclectic issues. A notable
example of an issue built on a single topic was the January 1989 special issue
12
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celebrating higher education in New Mexico.14 Almost every issue carried one
or more review essays.
Robert Himmerich y Valencia, 1992–1998 (6 years)
Himmerich y Valencia secured funding and firmly established the NMHR as a
teaching ground for scholarly editing, one of very few such educational opportunities in the country.
Elizabeth Jameson, 1998–1999 (1 year)
Jameson exercised editorial control over only four issues, but she clearly
intended to take the NMHR in new directions and doubtless would have had
she not left UNM. The January issued introduced a new feature, the Documents
Department, which was meant to get readers in touch with primary sources.
The first three issues included the new section, but the last issue did not. It did
not survive under the editorship of her successor. Jameson’s last issue contained
a rarity for the NMHR, an article entirely in Spanish.15
John L. Kessell, 1999–2000 (2 years)
Kessell is probably the only person to have worked as editorial assistant, editor,
author, and reviewer for the NMHR, situations that helped him build his own
career as a history professor, researcher, and author of books. If you missed
his talk yesterday on the influence of Miera y Pacheco’s maps, you really
missed a treat.
Durwood Ball, 2000–present (16 years and counting)
Ball, an associate professor of history at UNM, has been quoted as saying that “a
vital role played by the Review is teaching the ‘nuts and bolts of scholarly publishing’ to UNM history students.”16 Since 1979, the beginning of Etulain’s stint
as editor, thirteen graduate students have served as managing editor, and since
1968, during Adam’s term as editor, eighty-eight students, most of whom were
graduate students, have been editorial assistants. “There’s no better way to learn
writing than to edit other people’s writing.”17
There is a timeless debate about whether great writers are born or made.
Jack Kerouac came down on the side of born, of innate genius, and Stephen
King believes writers are made, although I am not sure he should be part of the
conservation about great or even good writers, although he certainly is prolific.18
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I firmly believe that with some exceptions, good or great writers are neither
born nor made, but edited. One of the most effective ways to improve as a writer
is to learn how to edit someone else’s writing. That is one of the great benefits
that has been available to the student employees of the NMHR over the years.
There are, however, other lessons that can be learned in an editing shop beyond
the basics of editing text and putting together a scholarly review. It can be useful for someone embarking on an academic editing career to know that a writer
whose publications you have admired is in reality pig-headed, thin-skinned,
and not really as much a wizard with words or master of the finer points of
English grammar as you might have imagined. It can also teach a budding editor to employ diplomacy when the situation demands. My dear departed colleague Jerry Mandell was passionate about history and how it should be written.
He did not enjoy being edited; actually, he despised the process intensely. So
much was this the case that he managed to get himself barred from the NMHR
offices for confronting student editors. But Jerry, like many, if not most of us,
eventually came to realize that scholarly publishing is a collaborative effort.
Now be honest, how many of you have read over your newly minted article and
said, “Wow, that’s pretty well written, did I really write that?” Well, probably
only with the help of a good editor.
You will have an opportunity to hear some of the very successful alumni
of the NMHR editing laboratory later today during the panel presentations.
I would mention two, just to give you an idea of what awaits. Donna Peterson is the Reviews Editor for the American Historical Review. She received her
Ph.D. in history at the University of New Mexico in 2015. While working on
her Ph.D., she taught at the University of New Mexico and was an assistant
editor (2006–2009), an associate editor (2009–2010), and the managing editor (2010–2015) at the NMHR. Charles E. Rankin is the associate director/editor-in-chief and acquisitions editor for American West and military history
for the University of Oklahoma Press. Chuck has had a distinguished career,
including numerous publications on western history. He was also associate
editor of the NMHR.
When I became New Mexico state historian in 2010, climbing down from the
ivory tower and leaving academe for the world of bureaucracy and public service, I got a really nice office, one of the best in Santa Fe in my estimation. With
it I got the only windows on the outside world among all my colleagues at the
New State Records Center and Archives building and one real treasure, a tool of
incomparable utility—a complete run of the NMHR. Now I know that anyone
can have access to the entire run of the Review with a few keystrokes and sixty-five dollars a year, and I have that, of course, but I also have the paper copies, for which I have a special affection. Call me old-fashioned. And besides,
14
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patrons seem duly impressed when they see them lined up on their own
bookcase. Contemplating the shelves of issues of the Review, I hit upon the
idea of reading them all, from cover to cover. Surely that would make me a better state historian. I had already read many issues over the years and written a
handful of articles. After all, how hard could it be to read what was at the time
eighty-four years of an academic journal, fewer than 350 issues?
If you go back to the beginning of the Review as I did, I am sure you will be
struck as I was by the variety of topics. The first few issues contain a series of
articles on New Mexico in World War I written by Lansing B. Bloom. Reading
these articles led me to the collection of the Historical Services Department
at the state archives. Working with this organization in the capacity of executive secretary, Bloom joined Edgar Lee Hewett, Benjamin M. Read, and Ralph
Emerson Twitchell in an attempt to gather data on all New Mexicans who saw
service in the Great War, including the circumstances of their lives before the
war and their service records. The response rate was about seventy-five percent,
and the information collected provides a unique glimpse into the lives of New
Mexicans in the military. What I have just described is one of the most valuable
contributions the Review makes, and not infrequently, it leads you to sources
you had no idea existed.
With regard to the significance of the NMHR, I will steal another quote from
Ollie Reed’s recent article on this event and the journal’s birthday. No less of an
authority than our own Dr. Paul Hutton, who will appear in one of this afternoon’s panels, summed it up this way: “When it comes to borderland scholarship, Spanish and Indian history, the NMHR is the leading journal on those
topics. It always has been.”19 More than five hundred universities and other institutions worldwide currently have copies of the NMHR in their collections. Of
these entities, more than three hundred are in the United States and Canada.
Almost forty German institutions of higher learning have the Review (forty
thousand Germans pay dues at more than four hundred clubs so that they can
pretend to be Indians, so Indian history is very important in Germany) as do
such far-flung places as the University of Pretoria in South Africa, the National
Library of Australia, and Tsinghua University in Beijing.20
I will add a story of my own on this point. When I was a student at the
Universidad de Sevilla in Spain many years ago, I had the privilege of studying under Dr. Luis Navarro García, one of the preeminent Spanish scholars of
the history of Spain in the Americas. Years later, when I was in Sevilla doing
research, I stopped by the university for a visit. When I arrived in his office, I
saw on the corner of Navarro García’s desk the latest issue of the NMHR.
The NMHR has changed through the years in appearance and content. Let’s
begin with the most obvious, the look and feel of the journal. When I think of
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the design of the NMHR, one word comes to mind: avocado. In the late 1960s
and through most of the 1970s, a color that advertisers called “Fresh Avocado”
became one of the dominant shades of kitchen appliances, and the cover of the
NMHR. I am not sure whether Eleanor B. Adams, the first woman to serve as
editor of the Review, chose the color, but the change happened on her watch,
and given her meticulous attention to detail, I suspect she did. Avocado lasted
on the Review until 1982, which was after it had already become passé on refrigerators and ranges. Most of the changes in appearances coincided more or less
with changes in editorship. Each reader will have a favorite from the original
browns and tan through blue, avocado, adobe, and the present-day white. My
personal favorite was the blue cover, the Carolina blue cover, which was the
cover from the mid-1930s to the early 1960s.
Because of its origins in the Historical Society of New Mexico and subsequent close ties, early issues of the NMHR carried much of the business of the
organization. For readers interested in the history of the oldest historical society west of the Mississippi, this can make for fascinating reading. Over time,
society news and meeting minutes stopped appearing in the Review. One notable change that occurred is that in the early years, entire books were published
serially over several issues and were then reissued as books. These publications
are among the most important contributions to the historiography of the Southwest. Two examples, both by France V. Scholes, are Troublous Times in New
Mexico, 1659–1670 and Church and State in New Mexico, 1610–1650.21
For me, the most influential single article published by the NMHR is
Scholes’s, “The Supply Service of the New Mexican Missions in the Seventeenth Century,” which came out in three parts in 1930.22 In this long article,
Scholes developed the idea that the Franciscan missions of New Mexico, and
by extension the entire colony, lived in sublime isolation on the far northern
frontier of New Spain and were resupplied only once every three years from
Mexico City. This situation lasted from 1600 until the early 1670s. This idea is
utterly pervasive in the historiography of our state and probably always will
be. To the extent that Scholes was correctly interpreting the documents he had
in front of him, this is an accurate account of the state of affairs in pre-Revolt
New Mexico. What Scholes could not have known because he never saw the
documentation is that there was a fairly extensive and regular trade between
Parral in Nueva Vizcaya and New Mexico from the 1630s until the time of the
Pueblo Revolt of 1680. My colleague Jerry Mandell and I published these findings in the NMHR in 2000 in an article entitled “Juan Manso, Frontier Entrepreneur,” and in 2006 in an article entitled “Francisco de Lima, Portuguese
Merchants of Parral, and the New Mexico Trade, 1638–1675.”23 Our admittedly revisionist view of pre-Revolt New Mexico has never gained traction in
16
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any way, but I know I am no Scholes. Perhaps on the Diamond Jubilee of the
NMHR, it will merit some mention.
Sometimes an article becomes significant for a different reason. Marc Simmons, everyone’s favorite New Mexico historian, penned a piece on the Tlaxcalans in New Mexico.24 For those of you who many not know, the Tlaxcalans
were very special people in the eyes of the Spanish conquerors of the mighty
Mexica empire. They allied themselves with the Spaniards against the Mexica
overlords and helped facilitate the conquest of Tenochtitlan. As a reward for
their service, they became a privileged people and were employed as a civilizing
effort as Spaniards expanded out of the Valley of Mexico in colonies. Somehow,
perhaps because of a notation on a map, Marc got the idea that such a colony
existed in the barrio of Analco in Santa Fe. If you visit Santa Fe across from San
Miguel chapel and the oldest house in New Mexico (which, incidentally, it is
not), you see a sign about the Tlaxcalan colony. Now, to say this has been the
subject of a little controversy is a gross understatement. Marc’s article is trotted
out with amazing frequency. If you want to read the latest take of Tlaxcalans in
New Mexico, I would have you read Dr. Enrique Lamadrid’s article in a recent
issue of the NMHR, and you can ask him about the matter today if you wish,
because he is appearing as a panelist this afternoon.25
The current editor, Durwood Ball, has begun to publish shorter articles and
edited documents, two practices with a long history in the NMHR that had been
abandoned for a long time. Ball recently noted, “Since the 1980s, there has been
more of a focus on social and cultural development, race, ethnicity, class and
gender. And now we publish a good many pieces on the history of photography in the region.”26 New Mexico in the twentieth century has been a recurring
theme in the Review since the first issue. The winter 2012 issue, for example, has
two articles, one of them profusely illustrated with photos, about communes in
New Mexico during the 1960s.27 The summer 2016 issue contains a photo essay
about the Magoffin Home State Historic Site in El Paso, Texas.28
An interesting recent innovation is a series of interviews with practitioners
of history. I was honored to be the subject of the first interview, due entirely I
am certain, to my imminent availability rather than any eminence as a historian.29 It was, however, an interesting experience to reflect on how I got here
and who and what influenced me along the way. It also occurred to me that it
gave me a wholly unanticipated opportunity to take a crack at writing my own
expansive obituary, which now lacks only the final touches.
You will recall my plan to read all the issues of the Review to make myself
a better historian of New Mexico. I still think it is a good idea, but it remains
a work in progress. As I mentioned earlier, here in the United States we refer
to a ninetieth birthday or anniversary, when we refer to one at all, as a double
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sapphire celebration. In the United Kingdom, however, the ninetieth anniversary is often referred to as the granite anniversary, and somehow that seems
more fitting. Granite is a majestic stone and one of the most durable. It is difficult to work with, but the results are frequently gratifying and often, well, monumental. I leave you with this hope: may the NMHR be as enduring as granite.
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